
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Honor your father and your mother. 
 

What does this mean?  
We should fear and love God so that we do not despise our parents or other authorities, 

But honor them, serve and obey them, love and cherish them.  

 

❶ What makes Parents unique from all other people in our lives?  
 
❷ Notice how Luther adds “other authorities” to this commandment. Is he 

adding to what God commanded? Is this biblical? Does God really expect us to “honor and obey, love 
and cherish” all other authorities in our lives?   
 
Ephesians 5:21 – 6:9    
 
Romans 13:1-7   

 
Hebrews 13:7 & 17  
 
1 Peter 5:5-6   
 
 

❸ The fourth commandment is about “honoring” parents. But does honor always 

mean obey?  
 

❹ Does this commandment apply absolutely to every situation? What if our 

parents or other authorities poorly carry out their vocations from God? What if one’s parents are 
abusive?   
 
Colossians 3:18-25 

Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.  Husbands, love your wives, and do not be 
harsh with them.  Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.  Fathers, do not 
provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.  Bondservants, obey in everything those who are 
your earthly masters, not by way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but with sincerity of heart, fearing 
the Lord.  Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that from the 
Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ. For the wrongdoer 
will be paid back for the wrong he has done, and there is no partiality. 

 



❺ Consider the following passage: (Deuteronomy 21:18-21) – If someone has a stubborn 

and rebellious son who does not obey his father and mother and will not listen to them when they 
discipline him, his father and mother shall take hold of him and bring him to the elders at the gate of his 
town.  They shall say to the elders, “This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious. He will not obey us. He 
is a glutton and a drunkard.”  Then all the men of his town are to stone him to death. You must purge 
the evil from among you. All Israel will hear of it and be afraid.  Why would God’s OT Law prescribe such 
harsh punishment for dishonoring one’s parents?    

 
 John Calvin once said: Those who would blatantly disrespect, dishonor and disobey their parents 

are monsters and not men.  Do you agree or disagree?   
 
 
 

❻ Read Exodus 20:19. What promise does God give with this commandment?  How does it apply 

today?     


